
St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

1972 — 1974 
 
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, 
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 
2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 
deserver special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this 
information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them 
would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The 
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the 
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
 

January 13, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1972 A real effort was made to make ad-
vancements in firefighter recruiting and ad-
ditional training.   A Recruiting Program 
was designed  by Al Ring, using Chief John 
Monohan with the slogan-- 
 

“Chief Monohan Wants You!” 
 
 

January 13, 1972, Board meeting:  Marty 
Kamer came back on board to replace Hen-
ry Monohan. 



1972 
 
January 20, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 



1972 
 
January 20, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 



1972 
 
January 27, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 



1972 
 
January 27, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
Fire perils lumber mill:  A spectacular fire that destroyed a shed at the rear of 205 Exchange Ave-
nue on January 18 brought out a large crowd of spectators and four units of the St. Matthews Vol-
unteer Fire department. 
 
The blaze in a structure on the property of  E. A. Schaffner, Sr., evoked memories of a fire in the 
late 60’s that destroyed the Marshall Planning Mill facility, adjacent to the Schaffner home. 
 
A fireman on the scene Tuesday evening commented “when we saw the flames (from the fire sta-
tion a short distance away) we thought the mill was going up again.” 
 
Nearby residents apparently heard the same rumor, perhaps added to by the fact that firemen told 
several of them to evacuate cars from their garages “in case the fire spreads.” 
 
However, Cecil Lunsford, clerk at the fire department, explained afterward that this is a routine 
procedure whenever a fire may threaten nearby property.  The mill, now known as Marshall Tim-
ber and Wood Products, Inc. was in no danger, he said. 
 
Firemen noted that the destroyed structure, which appeared to be a shed or garage, may have 
been used as a wood-working shop. 
 



1972 
 
February 3, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:  This building was not built. 

 
 



1972 
 
February 3, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 



1972 
 
February 3, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 

 



 1972 
 
February 3, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 

 



1972 
 
February 10, 1972, Board meeting: 

 
 



1972 
 
February 17, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 

 
 

February 24, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
Working fire at 19 Westport Terrace. 

Future STMFD member. 



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane: 



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane: 



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane:  Photos by Ken Reising— 

Bob Walling Bill Dieckman 

Kneeling (unknown), Bill Wilke, ?????, Al Ring, Bill 
Clifford, ?????  



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane:  Photos by Ken Reising— 

S4-8844, STMFD Quad 

????, ????, Al Haeberlin, Al Ring, ???? 

Across the street 



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane:  Photos by Ken Reising— 

S4-8844, STMFD Quad 

Dennis Bryant, Al Ring, ????, Al Haeberlin, Russ 
Rakestraw, ????? 

Ken Reising & Jim Andriot Al Ring 



1972 
 

1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane:  Photos by Ken Reising— 

?????, Al Haeberlin 



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane:  Photos by Ken Reising— 

Russ Rakestraw, Al Haeberlin, Bob Walling 

????, Bill Dieckman 



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane:  Photos by Ken Reising— 

????, Gerald Scherck, Russ Rakestraw, Al Ring, Dennis 
Bryant, Bob McGrath, Charlie Davis 

Lyndon Crew 

Bob McGrath Roger Herdt, ???? 



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane:  Photos by Ken Reising— 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be sure and view Wiley Brewer video on the site.  The following taken from his movie: 

Russ Rakestraw 

Bill Wilke 

Bob Walling & Al Ring 



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane:  Be sure and view Wiley Brewer video on the site.  The fol-
lowing taken from his movie: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Al Haeberlin 

S4 S4 

Ken Reising & S4 



1972 
 
1972 Training fire on Thierman Lane:  Be sure and view Wiley Brewer video on the site.  The fol-
lowing taken from his movie: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

????, Al Ring Russ Rakestraw 

Al Ring Al Ring 



1972 
 
February 18, 1972, Working fire at 19 Westport Terrace. 

Comments from Al Ring (2010)—This was an-
other day time working fire where we were short 
handed and  Jack DeHart tried another experi-
ment.  We had agreed that because of staffing, 
he would take S1 (engine) alone and if it was a 
working fire, he would lay a line and have it al-
ready for S4 (quad) which the men were used to 
working off of at the scene of a fire.  It worked 
except Jack got their and  layed a 1 1’/2 inch to 
fight the fire and S4 had to lay a short line, and 
became the pumper.  Nothing we can’t do (and 
did) it is just the fact that isn’t what we agreed 
to, and did confuse the firefighters.   
 
The fire was on the second floor in the ceiling, 
hard to fight but we did a good knock down and 
limited the damage.   
 
Overall everything went fine. 
 
I  lived at the time at 25 Westport Terrace just 
down the street. 



1972 
 
March 2, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 

 



1972 
 
March 2, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 



1972 
 
March 2, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 



1972 
 
March 2, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 



1972 
 
March 2, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 



1972 
 
March 8, 1972, Letter:     At this time Lt. Ring was working on a recruitment program that in-
cluded newspaper and WSTM a St. Matthews FM radio station.  These were short commercials 
they ran free for us. 

 
March 9, 1972, Board meeting:       Authorized 
to purchase S6, a new pumper. 



1972 
 
March 9, 1972, Board meeting:      The department ordered a new pumper.  It was to be a Mack 
1500 GPM model, one of the largest in the area at that time.  It would by numbered S-6 
(eventually Unit 8836). 

 
 
March 16, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:  Firemen told when and 
how to ventilate:  Training of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire-
men emphasized ventilation of smoke in a class taught by Lt. 
Doug Monahan, son of Fire Chief John Monohan. Knowing 
when and how to ventilate during a fire affects the firefighting 
operation, Lt. Al Ring said.  Careful timing of ventilation opera-
tions lessens smoke damage within a building, he added. 
 
New members of the fire department were taught the different 
types of “hose lays” for various firefighting conditions. Lt. Rus-
sell Rakestraw explained the use of auxiliary fire hoses from 
pumper engines in addition to hydrant hookups. Maj. Al Haeber-
lin, who has been recovering from an eye operation, returned to 
duties as assistant chief (training) on March 7. He and Maj. 
Melch Zehnder, assistant chief (operations and personnel) coor-
dinate the activities of the 50-man department. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



1972 
 

March 23, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



1972 
 
March 12, 1972, Fire in scout supplies at Harvey Browne Church, 311 Browns Lane. 

 
 
March 13, 1972, The Couri-
er-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photos from STMFD member Wiley Brewer movie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
 
March 12, 1972, Fire in scout supplies at Harvey Browne Church, 311 Browns Lane. 
Photos from STMFD member Wiley Brewer movie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
 
March 12, 1972, Fire in scout supplies at Harvey Browne Church, 311 Browns Lane. 
Photos from STMFD member Wiley Brewer movie. 
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March 30, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
 
April 12, 1972:  The Louisville Times, by Mike Munson:                                   About April 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
 
Advertising developed by Al Ring for recruiting at STMFD.               Various colors. 



1972 
 

Advertising developed by Al Ring for recruiting at STMFD.               Various colors. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Used at Crusade Time. 



1972 
 
Advertising developed by Al Ring for recruiting at STMFD.      Unknown dates:          
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
 
April 13, 1972, Board meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
 
April 13, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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April 13, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   April 17, 1972, The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1972 
 
April 20, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
 

April 20, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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April 20, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
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April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
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April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
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April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
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April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1972 
 
April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
 
There’s no “type,” you can’t spot him on the street…He’s the guy next door….with the sharp 
memory of a little boy who never got over the excitement of engines, sirens, smoke and danger…a 
guy like you and me with warts, worries and unfulfilled dreams.  (Volunteer recruiting brochure.) 
 
Unless he wears his helmet to his job, you can’t spot a volunteer firefighter on the street.  There’s 
no specific “type” of person who becomes a volunteer.  His occupation can range from machine 
operator to business executive to service-station owner.  The volunteer fire fighter van be Every-
man. 
 
Yet he is different.  Not every man would answer the call that can come in the middle of a cold 
winter night.  Conversations with volunteers and those who know them show there are a few char-
acteristics that seem to apply to most of them.  One is intense pride in what they are doing.  Ask a 
volunteer which department has the best equipment or the best men, and he’ll probably show you 
he thinks it’s his department. 
 
There enthusiastic:  Making practice sessions and fire runs counts, and the men keep track of who 
came and who didn’t with charts on the station house wall.  The men are enthusiastic about what 
they do.  Take a tour of a volunteer house and you’ll probably find a number of members who will 
talk at length about the functional beauty of a fire engine or the gritty pleasure that comes from 
beating a fire. 
 
Volunteers usually are young and active, or both, because battling fires can be exhausting work.  A 
volunteer tends to have a conservative approach toward life, and to be a direct uncomplicated kind 
of person.  They value independence, especially their freedom from contact by county government.  
Many appreciate the value of a central alarm system, but are convinced they could operate with-
out it, and perhaps do a better job. 
 
They also can be defensive, very sensitive to criticism whether real or implied.  Some feel they have 
a bad image with a public that doesn’t appreciate what they do—an image of a hot-rodding flash-
ing-light addict who likes to chop holes in houses. 
 
But all those characteristics aren’t really distinctive, and could well apply to another group. 
 
The difference:  They volunteer:  The significant difference about volunteer firemen comes from 
one thing—that they volunteer.  Not everyone would answer the fire call.  They do. 
 
When asked why, most volunteers explain their response as a combination of service to people and 
the excitement of fire danger.  Usually, the service aspect is emphasized. 
 
If pressed, a fireman often finds it difficult to explain the specifics of what makes him willing to 
volunteer.  For some it is a matter of “I do it because it fits me.”  A basic part of the drawing pow-
er of volunteer fire departments is excitement – the call of a siren and flashing light – and danger – 
fire out of control.  “Anyone who says that isn’t part of it just isn’t telling the truth,” said one vol-
unteer. 
 
A sense of belonging:  But it’s only the beginning.  At another level is challenge – a man versus a 
powerful natural force difficult to control.  “Each time you say, is it going to be me or is it going to 
be the fire? and you wonder,” said another firefighter.  “When it’s over, you can say you won 
again.” 
 
In some parts of the county, some observers say, the firehouse becomes the country club.  A sense 
of fraternity is strong; a member has to much personality with the rest of the men to be effective, 
and if he doesn’t, he usually doesn’t stay. 
 
Closely related is the glamour and importance connected with the department.  A member almost 
always can have a red light for his car, knows how to use unique tools and equipment, carries a 
short-wave radio, wears special clothes and ride on a huge, expensive fire vehicle. 
 
But glamour has a way of fading at 3 a.m. in the winter when a tired, dirty, wet firefighter finds 
his hands frozen to the metal rungs of a ladder.  There has to be something more. 
 
The additional something is service; doing a job that needs to be done and that might not get done 
without the volunteer response. 
 
“It’s the acceptance of civic responsibility,” said Richard Trautwein, former director of the county 
fire protection program.  “It’s a clear direct opportunity for service.” 
 
“We’re doing something for our neighbor,” explained R. K. Back, chief of the Pleasure Ridge Park 
department.  “It’s something valuable that not everyone can do.  It’s a service that sends a man to 
battle a fire that leaves him filthy and exhausted then keeps him at the station three more hours 
cleaning up equipment. 
 



1972 
April 20, 1972:  The Louisville Times, Neighborhoods: by Mike Munson:    SPECIAL SECTION 
 
…he’s devoted despite danger, and…Charles Steelsmith always wanted to be a fireman.  Now he is and he 
wouldn’t trade it for anything else. 
 
It was different for William Wilke.  He never gave much thought to firefighting, but “just sort of fell into 
it.”  Now he’s as committed to the work as any other volunteer. 
 
Both are volunteer fireman, two of the hundreds of people in Jefferson County who are ready to answer a 
fire alarm when it comes. 
 
Steelsmith has been a member of the Pleasure Ridge Park department for about 2 ½ years.  Wilke joined 
the St. Matthews department last week.  Both hold fulltime jobs, Steelsmith is available to answer calls dur-
ing the day, and Wilke, like most volunteers, is available for fire runs only at night after work. 
 
The fire department is a consuming interest with Steelsmith, and he spends most of his free time at the fire-
house.  Wilke has many outside interests away from his job, and probably won’t spend a lot of spare time at 
the station.  Steelsmith is 30, married and the father of one child.  His desire to join a fire department was 
so intense that he moved from Louisville into the Pleasure Ridge Park area just be eligible. 
 
Steelsmith had tried to join the Louisville Fire Department earlier, but said he was hindered by  stringent 
educational requirements. 
 
There’s a personal reason:  A personal blow in 1958 served to underscore his interest in volunteer depart-
ments.  His father was burned to death in a mobile home fire.  The volunteers that answered that call were 
unable to save his father, but Steelsmith remembered how hard they tried. 
 
Steelsmith estimates he spends about 40 hours a week at the firehouse in the time away from his regular job 
as a machine operator for Corhart (end of paragraph missing). 
 
For Steelsmith, the work is a way of satisfying his own interests and serving the public at the same time. “ I 
figure it’s a way I can do something,” he says.  “You don’t get a lot of reward, just the satisfaction of trying 
to help someone.” 
 
The volunteer department is a family affair for the Steelsmiths.  His wife Anna, is president of the depart-
ments women’s auxiliary.  Steelsmith praises her support of his work.  “She recognizes that I might not 
come back,” he says, but then insists, “She loves it as much as I do.” 
 
Wilke is 24, has been married just under a year, and works as an architectural designer for Luckett & Far-
ley, Inc. in downtown Louisville.  He lives about a block from the St. Matthew firehouse. 
 
Although he is new to the St. Matthews department, as a high school student in the mid 1960s he was a 
member of the Worthington volunteer department, which has lower requirements. 
 
Wilke came out of “retirement” and responded to a St. Matthews recruiting program because the 
Worthington experience left a positive impression, and he believes he can be of service. 
 
Wilke is taking a night-school psychology course at the University of Louisville, so joining wasn’t a matter 
of filling spare time. 
 
Wilke slays the idea of fighting fires is unique, compelling.  “It draws you to it.”  It also is a way of obtain-
ing what he describes as a “deep sense of personal satisfaction for helping people. 
 
The work is meaningful for him because it isn’t something he’s forced to do.  “I can give of myself and feel 
pretty good after fighting a blaze.”  Wilke sees the drawing power as paradoxical:  “There’s the danger and 
the excitement—and yet there’s nothing more tragic than a man’s home burning down.” 
 
Minimize the danger:  Both men minimize the danger they sometimes face.  Steelsmith says he has been in 
collisions in his own car when responding to an alarm, but discounts the actual danger at a fire. 
 
He tells about a major building fire about a year ago when he climbed under the burning building onto its 
roof—and didn’t get a scratch.  “Then I went home and got cut when I fell through a window.” 
 
Wilke sees it from a similar view point.  He says he never really thinks about the danger, though he has 
been injured.  “If you use common sense, you figure you won’t get hurt.” 
 
A ceiling has fallen on him, he has gone through a rotten floor and severely injured his back.  But all of it 
happened at practice fire training. 
 
Wilke also has a story about an injury after a fire:  He almost sliced his thumb off at the station—when he 
tried to open a soft-drink bottle. 
 
 



1972 
April 27, 1972:  The Voice-Tribune: 

May 11, 1972:  Board 
meeting: 



1972 
April 26, 1972, The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 10, 1972, The Courier-Journal 



1972 
 
May 11, 1972:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:         Special Apartment Guide 
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May 11, 1972:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:         Special Apartment Guide 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 18, 1972:  The Voice-Jeffersonian:          
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May 13, 1972, The Courier Journal 



1972 
 
May 24, 1972:  Letter:          



1972 
 
1972 Crusade:  $21,464.00, bottom sheet courtesy Marty Kamer. 

L to R:  Jim Walton, Mike Davis, Captain Al Ring, Bob Wheatley, Rick Albers.  
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June 1, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 



1972 
 
June 1, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   June 5, 1972, The Courier-Journal 



1972 
 
June 8, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:     John C. Emrich        Trustee 1967 to 1972 

 
April 9, 1907 to May 31, 1972 

 
Born in Louisville in 1907.  In 1926 he started his banking career with Lincoln Bank & Trust.  In 
1966 he became vice president at First National Bank.  He was a member of the Board from 1967 
until his death in 1972.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1972 
June 8, 1972, Board meeting:      



 1972 
 
June 15, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                  June 19, 1972, Memo: 

Lt. Ring worked on this project, and eventually a cut 
was made in the middle island on Shelbyville  Road to 
make it easier for STMFD apparatus to make turns 
onto Shelbyville Road from Sears Avenue. 
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June 22, 1972, Cash Receipts and Disbursements: 



1972 
 
June 22, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                                June 29, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
                    June 29, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 



1972 
July 12, 1972, Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 10, 1972, The  
Courier-Journal: 



1972 
 
July 13, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
July 11, 1972, The Courier-
Journal 



1972 
 
July 13, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

That is Rob Helm, kneeling 
facing away. 



1972 
 
July 13, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

Gawkers hamper firemen  by Anne Calvert, The Voice-Jeffersonian 
 
The abandoned J. Graham Brown house on Browns Lane, used by the St. Matthews Volunteer 
Fire Department as a training house for nine months, was destroyed in a fire Sunday night, July 9. 
The fire attracted such a large number of onlookers that traffic was snarled from Dutchmans 
Lane to Plymouth Road, and for a time prevented fire fighting equip-ment from reaching the 
blaze. 
 
Lack of fire hydrants in the area meant that firefighters had to dam the water in Beargrass Creek 
and pump it over 1250 feet through a pumper and the “Quad” apparatus to fight the fire.  Lt. Al 
Ring of the fire department explained the creek-damming operation took only 10 minutes. “We 
placed a ladder across the stream and lay tarps across it to build up the water.” 
 
But the difficulty in getting through the crowds and initially pumping the water, caused the house 
to be destroyed by the time the fire was completely out at 10:30 p.m. It began at approximately 8 
p.m. St. Matthews Patrolman William Bosemer described the crowd problem as being 
“ridiculous” at first. “They wouldn’t respond to requests to move by police or firemen. Traffic 
was so bad that we couldn’t get through without using a siren and blue light.” 
 
The crowd was comprised primarily of parents and their children, Bosemer explained. St. Mat-
thews police took emergency measures about 8:45 pm warning all motorists that their vehicles 
would be towed if not moved immediately, Bosemer said. 
 
A few children on bicycles presented little problem at the scene, officials said. 
 
In the past few months since the J. Graham Brown Foundation has permitted the St. Matthews 
firefighters to use the structure as a training house, about six to eight small fires had been planned 
and fought under close supervision by department officers. 
 
At other times, both the firefighters and police suspect children have used the building as a 
“playhouse.” 
 
“There was always paper bags and garbage from carryout food places in the house,” Lt. Ring 
said. “We often had to chase the kids away.” 
 
St. Matthews police Sgt. Elwood Swimme added that passers-through the area have been known 
to spend the night in the house. No evidence of teenagers or drug users have been found on the 
premises, he said. 
 
“I believe it was kids playing in the house that caused the fire,” said Detective Russ Hunter of the 
County Arson Squad, which is conducting an investigation. “There are books of matches, cigarette 
butts and many broken win-dows from the kids. 
 
“There was no power into the house at the time of the fire,” Hunter said. In his opinion the house 
had no value, but if the culprits are found, the county will prosecute. 
 
“It’s still against the law,” he said. Lt. Ring warns children and adults to keep away from the fire 
site as it is now extremely dangerous. Plans to demolish the house are under discussion with the J. 
Graham Brown Foundation. 



1972 
 
Al Ring sent this letter to Kelly, (Doug Monohan’s daughter) for his 60th birthday roast. 
 
Kelly, 
 
Great to hear from you. Well the big 60 for your dad, how wonderful. I should kick him because he forgot 
we are close to the same age and I gracefully, without any fan fair, moved into the 60 column July 17 this 
year. 
 
You are right Doug did provide us all with lots of stories, a few years back, but writing about them is not 
easy, especially for someone like me who can’t spell, or tell a story. Lets see there’s the time he was making 
a fire run and was backing out his own driveway (hadn’t gone 15 feet) and smashed into Margo’s car which 
was parked in the driveway behind him. Now that was a good move. Shows the type of level headed, calm, 
dedicated firefighters we had at that time. 
 
I guess the one that I enjoyed the most was: This would have been in 1972, a Tuesday night, Doug and my-
self were Lieutenant’s on the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department. I and Capt. Harry Babcock (he a 
story in himself) were in charge of “Live Fire Training’ that night. (For those of you who aren’t firefighters 
that’s when firefighters get to do what they love best, start a fire and then fight it.) Doug was in charge of a 
class of recruits. About a mile and a half from the fire station was the J. Graham Brown Estate. Mr. Brown 
had died, and the estate was being broken up and the “mansions, large house” was donated to the fire de-
partment for training and final disposal. (That means burning down for fun and training.) Harry and I 
went early to set the stage for training. We stacked a pile of old car tires in two separate rooms, lit them on 
fire, making sure all windows were closed and waited for a petty good fire to get going. (This creates lots of 
smoke for live fire training.) We called the station and reported the “training fire and they sent the recruits 
under command of Lieutenant Monohan to handle this fire. I should mention here that the rest of the de-
partment was training at the station, having stripped all the equipment off the other fire apparatus for in-
ventory and cleaning. 
 
Doug’s crew responded and reported a working fire and donned Scott Packs. (self contained breathing ap-
paratus) and entered the building with the proper lines to fight the fire. After a respectable time Doug de-
clared the situation under control and had his crew leave the building 
 
Babcock and myself were about 40 feet down the front walk when Doug with his men walking single file 
behind him with smiles on their dirty face’s (the truth is they looked like a mother duck with her little ones 
walking behind) walked up to us to report the situation. Doug reported finding two separate fires and mak-
ing an aggressive attack on both fires and was pleased to report they were both out. I look at Doug and just 
pointed, back over his heal and said only—look up. 
 
Doug turns and looks up and saw that the entire sky is black. Black smoke billowing from a very hot, very 
large, very deep seated fire in the attic area of the structure. There are just know words to describe the look 
on his face, it was priceless. Weather or not he did something in his pants I never did find out, because we 
all got busy real quick. 
 
County Alarm the alarm company for reporting fires, called at this time and reported the switchboard was 
jammed with calls of a huge fire in the East end. We told them we were aware of the situation and would 
handle it. We then called our station to see if we could get some help. We were advised of the situation of 
the other apparatus, and we had to explain to the Chief (Doug’s father) it didn’t much matter what shape 
they were in get over here and get over here now. They had to respond under emergency conditions, as well 
as fight traffic from the hundreds and hundreds of spectators that showed up. (This is not an exaggeration.) 
 
Several hours later after one hell of a training fire and the use of all our men and equipment we were clean-
ing up at the fire station, joking, talking about what happened, etc. Doug ask me how that fire could have 
gotten in the attic and spread so fast. 
 
I had to tell him that Harry and I had used pike poles to cut holes in the ceiling directly above both fires 
just so it would spread to the attic. There was know way they could have seen the holes with the smoke so 
black. But truth is Doug was not expecting this, he was told one or two rooms of fire no more.  In real fire-
fighting, this is exactly what happens and how fire spreads so fast, it just wasn’t expected in this training 
fire, with new recruits. 
 
To this day, 31 years later I can still see the “ducks” walking down the walk with that overconfident smile 
on their faces for a job well done, and then the faces as they turned and saw the sky. I also never did find 
out about any conversation between Doug and his Dad, I would have like to have seen that. If you ever 
knew his Dad you would know why. 
 
Well Kelly that’s about all I can say.  I hope this fits what you and Margo want.  We should roast Margo 
some time. Lots of stories about her locking herself OUT and IN the house, and I had to respond. But that’s 
another story. 
 
Happy birthday Doug, update me sometime. 
 
Al Ring 
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Training Fires At J. Graham Brown Estate, photos courtesy Al Ring: 



 1972 
 

Training Fires At J. Graham Brown Estate, photos courtesy Al Ring:   Below unknown source: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assistant Chief Al Haeberlin, Chief John Monohan, ________     Jim Graven, Tim Golden, Chief John Monohan, As-
sistant                                                                                
 Chief Al 
Haeberlin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bob McGrath, _________________ Bill Wilke                        John Noon, One of the Training Fires at the Brown Farm 



1972 
July 13, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
July 13, 1972:  Two join volunteers firefighters.  Two additional recruits have been accepted by the mem-
bership committee of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department.  Neither has been a firefighter before.  

Frederick Lawrence Lau II, 18, of 
210 Fairmeade Road, has lived in 
the East End for two months since 
he moved here from Cincinnati.  
He is single and it employed by 
American Saw & Tool Company. 
 
A St. Xavier graduate, William An-
thony McGrath Jr., 30, of 120 
Ridgeway, recently moved to St. 
Matthews from Central Louisville.  
A letter carrier who works at the 
Cherokee Station on Bardstown 
Rod, McGrath is married. 
 
Both men will join the seven recent 
recruits to the department as a re-
sult of a campaign this spring to 
increase the ranks of about 50 ac-
tive firefighters. 
 
This past week, the seven Phase 1 
firefighters drilled for about five 
hours, putting into practice their 
knowledge of hose lays and hose 
advancement.  They used all 2,900 
feet of hose on the “quad” fire 
truck, the first piece of equipment 
sent out on all residential fires. 
 
The trainees completed their task 
by washing, testing and hanging 
each section of hose in the hose 
tower.  There was 2,000 feet of 2 ½ 
inch hose, used for hookups to fire 
hydrants, and 990 feet of 1 ½ inch 

hose, called “attack lines.” 
 
The entire department toured the Louisville Country Club, as part of 
the Tuesday evening training session on June 27, Captain Bob Walling 
and Harry Babcock led the tour, part of the pre-planning the depart-
ment conducts on all public and commercial buildings.  
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Sunday Training was organized and started by Lieutenant Al Ring in 1972 
Lieutenant Al Ring doing his favorite thing. “teaching.” 

Ken Reising helping Al teach. 

Al overlooking nozzle work with Bill Clifford & Dennis Bryant. 
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Sunday Training was organized and started by Lieutenant Al Ring in 1972 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Al overlooking nozzle work with Bill Clifford & Dennis Bryant. 
 

Al 

overlooking nozzle work with Bill Clifford & Dennis Bryant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jack Handel at live burning. 
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Sunday Training was organized and started by Lieutenant Al Ring in 1972 
Harry Babcock & others at live burning. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Clifford, Harry Babcock & others at live burning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday night training, “Chemical Pit Fires,” 
what fun & how stupid!!!! 

We used to have Mr. Noland dig us a pit a few deep across from the fire house, fill it with every type of burning fluid 
we could get our hands on from Louisville plants and practice “Chemical Fires.” 
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1972 Apparatus: 

 
                                      S1        S3 
 

        S4        S5 
 



 1972 
 

July 27, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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July 27, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                                    August 3, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
August 2, 1972, 720 Indian Ridge house fire  by Jerry Schreck 
It was early Sunday morning when we responded to a working fire in a residence.  When we ar-
rived a man was screaming for help from an upstairs bedroom window and lots of smoke billowing 
out .  We laddered the residence and rescued the owner that climbed down the ladder Bare Ass 
Naked and took a bow in front of all his neighbors and firemen. 
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August 3, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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August 8, 1972, courtesy Kyle Reagan: 
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August 10, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 6, 1972:  Fire Heavily damages home, by Stephen M. Woodring.  Fire gutted the top floor 
of the Robert D. Lepping home at 4005 Elfin Avenue, in St. Matthews on Sunday, August 6. 
 
The St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department was called about 2:20 p.m. to handle the blaze in the 
two-story structure.  Three trucks and about 24 firefighters were required to extinguish the fire, 
which destroyed the attic and bedrooms. 
 
Lepping, whose family has lived at the address for 12 years said he was alone in the house watch-
ing television, when the fire broke out.  He said he was un-a-where of the fire until alerted by his 
wife.  Mrs. Lepping said she was returning from church when she saw smoke coming from an up-
stairs window.  A neighbor called the fire department. 
 
According to Chief Monohan the blaze apparently started in the front upstairs bedroom and 
spread to the attic.  The roof of the home was heavily damaged by the fire itself, although there 
was considerable smoke and water damage.  At one point smoke was so thick it consumed the 
whole house. Witnesses said. 
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August 6, 1972, Working fire 4006 Elfin.       

  
 
 
August 6, 1972, 2:23 PM — 4006 Elfin Ave., house fire.   Notes from Rick Albers-- 
 
This was a working fire in the second floor and I remember that it burned out through the cape 
cod roof around a dormer (I think), On this fire there were two humorous things that happened. 
 
Jim Woodring got on top of S-4 to lay the 1-1/2” pre-
connect. Remember it had those two leather straps 
and you had to throw it to the ground and then re-
move the straps. He picked it up by the straps and 
just has he did, Ken Reising accidentally charged that 
line which pinned Woodring’s fingers in the straps 
just as he threw the bundle over the side. It took him 
head first over the side and he landed in a pile and 
couldn’t get his hands out until some other guys 
helped him. Then he wanted to kill Reising. That got 
smoothed over pretty quick. 
 
The other thing was that the neighbors thought the 
homeowner was still inside. Well he was, except that 
he didn’t even know there was a fire because he was 
down in his finished basement watching some ball 
game on TV with a big bowl of popcorn in his lap. He 
was yelling and screaming at the ball game when two 
firefighters in air packs made their way down to him 
and scared the shit out of him. He threw the popcorn 
up in the air. He thought it was his neighbors playing 
a joke on him until we took him upstairs and he real-
ized it was no shit and he passed out. There wasn’t 
any smoke in the basement because the fire was all on 
the second floor. 
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August 10, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 10, 1972, Board meeting: 
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August 17, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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August 17, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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August 24, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:            Father of  former STMFD Eugene Klapheke. 
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August 24, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                          August 31, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:             
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September 7, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:             
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September 7, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:     August 17, 1972 letter also—        
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September 7, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:              
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 8, 1972 Working fire in a barn on Country Club Lane.  This was an arson fire, and the 
Chief suspected their might be a firefighter involved.  Doug Monohan & I slept out in a car near that 
area for many nights trying to catch them.  We didn’t. 
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September 14, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:              
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September 14, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:              
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September 14, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:              
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September 28, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:              
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This is the radio station that helped us with our recruiting drive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Future STMFD firefighter. 
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October 5, 1972, The Voice-Jeffersonian:              
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Around St. Matthews-----Men train for 
average fires 
 
FIREFIGHTING tactics, beginning with 
the “average” type of fire, are the subject 
of the current training for Phase I mem-
bers of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire 
Department. Advanced firefighters con-
tinue to practice ladder techniques. 
 
The tactics course, begun recently by Lt. 
Al Ring, involved the first courses of 
action when a firefighter approaches an 
automobile, electrical, field or trash fire. 
More complicated types of building fires 
will be discussed in future classes. Ring 
explained. 
 
In handling an automobile fire, Ring 
said, the men were told how to get the 
hood up without getting burned. “We 
discussed why the battery cable is cut 
and how to fight the fire with the least 
amount of water,” he said. 
 
Depending on the season of the year, a 
firefighter may be approaching several 
types of electrical fires when he first en-
ters a home or building, Ring continued, 
first head for the basement,” Ring said. 
“If it is winter, we check the furnace, in 
the summer, the air-conditioning system. 
 
“Then if these are alright, we check any 
appliances the person might have been 
using, including the sump pump if there’s 
been a lot of rain.” 
 

By far, the “dirtiest, sweatiest” fires to 
handle are the field and trash fires, 
Ring said. “We first look for 
‘exposures’ when we arrive at a field 
fire. It is not the field that’s so im-
portant, but what also may burn, such 
as a garage, a home or the like, and 
those have to be protected. 
 
“Often, you can’t get enough water 
onto a field fire, so we literally go in 
there with brooms and beat it out. 
That’s how you get so dirty and hot so 
quickly,” he said. Trash fires differ, 
depending whether they are in an out-
side dumping container or in a field. 
 
In the follow-up class held the next 
week, Capt. Harry Babcock and Lt. 
Ring discussed tactics using the word 
“assume” for the entire two—hour 
session. “There are a lot of possibili-
ties to consider when you begin as-
suming different problem, Ring said. 
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October 5, 1972, Special Board meeting:  October 5, 1972,  The Courier-Journal 
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October 9, 1972, 4309 Churchill Road, Photo by Malcolm McMakin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Comments by Al Ring:  I was in charge of this fire, 
another day time run.  We used booster from S4 and 
were able to handle it.  It was a kitchen fire.      
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note of interest from Rick Albers:  I remem-
ber a controversy about the cops trying to 
fight this fire and the length of time it took 
the JCPD dispatch to contact County Alarm.  
John Monohan supposedly got into 
someone’s “S___” at JCPD about the delay. 
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October 12, 1972,  Board meeting: 
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October 12, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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October 19, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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October 19, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian:  Future STMFD firefighter: 
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October 31, 1972,  Unknown:   
 

Building at Country Day heavily damaged by fire 
 
Fire heavily damaged a gymnasium-auditorium building this morning at Louisville Country Day 
School, on Browns Lane between Interstate 64 and the Watterson Expressway. 
 
No students were injured. The fire started before classes were under way. 
 
The fire apparently broke out some-time after 6 a. m. in a utility room at one end of the gymnasi-
um. He said a maintenance man smelled smoke 
and attempted to call the fire department, but 
the phone lines were dead. 
 
This apparently caused a delay in summoning 
aid. The first alarm reached central alarm 
headquarters at 7:37 a m. St. Matthews and 
McMahan volunteer fire departments respond-
ed with about 10 units, and the blaze was under 
control by 8:30 a.m. 
 
One volunteer fireman was taken to Suburban 
Hospital with an arm laceration. 
 
Part of the roof and a wall at one end of the 
gymnasium building collapsed. The gymnasi-
um is a brick building, separated from most of 
the classroom areas. 
 
There was 
little damage 
to most class-
rooms, and 
Gernert said 
he hoped to 
resume 
school to-
morrow. 
Two science 
classrooms, 
the boiler 
room for the 
gymnasium 
and the utili-
ty room were 
destroyed in 
the fire, 
Gernert said. 
The school 
has another 
campus on 
Rock Creek 
Drive. 
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October 31, 1972,  Working fire at Country Day school.           Unknown. 
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October 31, 1972,  Working fire at Country Day school.           Unknown. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Graven back to camera.  L. to R. Bob McGrath, Jim 
McGrath, Lt. Al Ring, Capt. Harry Babcock, Wiley Brew-
er seated. 

Front, Bob Walling, side of quint Melch Zehnder, walking away, Gene Curbow, walking 
from rear Jack Handel, over with Scott Air Packs-Ken Reising.—Photo by J. R. Rebitann. 
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October 31, 1972,  Working fire at Country Day school.           Below article about Country day, May 
27, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1972 
October 31, 1972,  Working fire at Country Day school.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10/31/72, 7:37 AM, Structure fire, Country Day School, 1401 Browns Lane.  Note from Rick Al-
bers: 
 
This was a stubborn fire in the gym building. Bob Walling was in charge (S-9) and he went nuts on 
the radio when he first pulled up. McMahan sent 2 engines and Lyndon came to the house. Lot’s of 
overhaul and salvage work required. I think we even borrowed a K- 12 saw from the city or from 
Harrods Creek to cut the metal deck roof because it was all smoldering underneath. We didn’t 
have one. The water warped the gym’s wood floor too. I remember spending about an hour sitting 
on the fender of S-5 holding the throttle linkage with my hand because the governor and the throt-
tle controls broke while Reising was pumping a bunch of hand lines and it wouldn’t hold pressure. 
It was wet and cold that morning and I remember going over to the Red Lobster where I worked 
and bumming a bunch of coffee and stuff to drink. 
 
Oct 31, 1972  Country Day School, Browns Lane  by Jerry Schreck 
I remember seeing the smoke going down Browns lane and Bob Walling got on the radio and said 
“it’s the real thing”.  It was a hell of a fire, several firemen were injured and we fought it all morn-
ing and I had to go to work that afternoon exhausted. 
 
Comments from Al Ring:  S9, Bob Walling did go direct and was very excited at first.  I believe 
Captain Babcock was officer on S5 with Ken Reising as engineer.  I am not sure what apparatus I 
was on but I may have officered S3.  I believe I was on 2 1/2 inch and 1 1/2 inch lines in the gym 
area fighting the fire on the stage area.  The big problem was the over-hall.  The Chief was very 
nervous about us having a ventilation saw so we had to call Harrods Creek for theirs to cut the 
metal sheeting on the roof.  This operation took hours. 
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October 31, 1972,  Working fire at Country Day school.     
Courtesy   http://www.kcd.org/content/about/history 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisville Country Day School 

Louisville Country Day School (LCD) was founded in 1948 by a group of Louisville business and 
civic leaders seeking to create an independent boys' school that would provide students with a rig-
orous, college preparatory education. The school opened its doors to 90 students in grades 1-10 on 
September 12, 1951. The first senior class of five members graduated in 1954. 
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November 1, 1972,  The Courier-Journal 
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November 2, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
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November 6, 1972, The Louisville Times: 
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November 7, 1972, Letter: 
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November 2, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

November 9, 1972, Letter: 
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November 9, 1972, Board meeting: 
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November 16, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
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November, 1972,  Training Fire—  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reising, Ring, Rakestraw 
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November, 1972,  Training Fire—  
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November 16, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian:  Reporter tries out as a “smoke eater”     
 
Smoke knifes up my nose as I crawl along the floor of the burning house with St. Matthews fire-
fighter Dennis Bryant. 
 
“Lock legs,” Bryant -- a four-year veteran - - says. We cross ankles and struggle along a narrow 
hallway looking for a victim. The locked leg keeps firemen in contact with each other in dark 
smoke-filled situations and enables them to cover wider areas during a search. 
 
“Move to the left,” Bryant says. “I’ve got a wall over here,” I shout back. 
 
“There’s a doorway here, you go through first.” I slam into the door frame. Then burrow through 
the black opening. My eyes burn from the smoke, my nose is running and my throat feels as if 
sand is being poured down it. 
 
“I’ve got it, I’ve got the victim,” Bryant shouts. “Let’s get out of here but keep crawling.” 
 
We drag the victim across a room, through a narrow passage and into what I think is a closet. The 
windows of the house are boarded. The house is dark as a grave.  “We’re in a closet,” I shout. 
 
‘‘No, it’s a hallway straight ahead.” We crawl forward, rubbing against a gritty wall. Suddenly, I 
see light through the chimney-black smoke. I stand and run three steps out the door. 
 
Bryant is close behind with the victim a 7.75 by 14 inch worn-out whitewall tire. 
 
Crawling around a one-story white frame house on a gloomy Saturday afternoon is one method 
the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department calls training. 
 
“There is no other way to learn,” says Lt. Al Ring, an eight-year veteran, as I stand next to him 
gobbling fresh air. 
 
Lt. Doug Monohan, son of chief John Monohan, careens out of the house. His eyes are filled with 
tears, soot and grit. Black ash streaks his face. Other firemen extract themselves from the house as 
searches for the victim end. “Our fire department goes into buildings to fight fires up close,” Lt. 
Ring says. “Some departments open a window, stand back 20 foot and fill it up until the fire is out. 
But we get right next to the fire.” 
 
An afternoon of training alongside the firemen proves Ring is correct beyond question. Between 1 
pm and 4 pm, I enter the house four times, twice in search of the victim and twice to fight fires. 
 
The crawls seem to be maybe 30 feet each. When the sessions end, I learn they’ve extended maybe 
75 each, over 200 feet in all. 
 
The fires are not big because the house at the corner of Brownsboro Road and Sunnyview must be 
used again this week and Captain Harry Babcock says the firemen “are trying to save the house” 
for training purposes another day. 
 
On the second “attack,” Doug Monohan says I’ll go with him.  The situation is a working house 
fire, Ring says.  Monohan is in charge of the inside crew.  Lt. Russ Rakestraw runs the outside 
crew. 
 
Monohan kicks open the door and calls for a booster hose.  Two men enter the house.  I follow, 
crawling toward the entrance to the kitchen.  The smoke again stings into my nose and eyes.  Wa-
ter careens off the walls as firemen attack fire in the bathroom.  Soot and steam grind at my eyes. 
 
Within three minutes, I must get outside to breath.  Monohan takes my place in the hallway.  
Within five minutes the fire is out. 
 
Sure, the fires are small.  No sweat for these firemen.  But Capt. Babcock is an expert at making 
smoke and he has made mountains of it – black and biting and full of gunk.  And we eat a lot of it. 
 
And the next time I cover a fire for a news story, I’m not going to question one of the men who 
seems to be in charge about what is happening inside while the fire is in progress. 
 
I’ll wait until the firemen inside fighting the fire are outside, breathing the same comfortable air 
everyone else is breathing.  Then I’ll talk to the man who is in charge and who must, while the fire 
is burning, make certain everyone inside come out—alive. 
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November, 1972,  Photos from firefighter Ken Reising at the training fire: 
 

 
 
 
 

Above John Noon 
 
 
 
Bob McGrath, Jim McGrath, Al 
Ring, Jack Handel 
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November, 1972,  Photos from firefighter Ken Reising at the training fire: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tim Golden 

Back row, left :  Roger Herdt, Bob Walling, Jim Mauck, Bob Wheatley, Doug Monohan, Jack 
Handel, Harry Babcock,  John Noon, Gerald Scherck, Jim Andriot, Al Haeberlin.  Center row, 
left: ?????, Bob McGrath, ?????.  Bottom row, left:  Jason Handel, Al Ring, Tim Golden, Jim 
McGrath, Charlie Davis. 
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November, 1972,  Photos from firefighter Ken Reising at the training fire: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Russ Rakestraw, Roger Herdt, John Noon Ken Reising 

Al Ring, Doug Monohan, Gerald Scherck, Jim Mauck 

Ken Reising Jim McGrath, Doug Monohan, ?????, Ken Reising 

?????, Russ Rakestraw, Jim Mauck 
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November, 1972,  Photos from firefighter Ken Reising at the training fire: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Bob Walling 

Russ Rakestraw & John Noon John Noon 

Bill Wilke, Jason Handel 



1972 
 

November, 1972,  Photos from firefighter Ken Reising at the training fire: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Ob McGrath, Jim McGrath, Al Ring, Jack Handel 

Back row, left :  Roger Herdt, Bob Walling, Jim Mauck, Bob Wheatley, Doug Monohan, Jack Handel, 
Harry Babcock,  John Noon, Gerald Scherck, Jim Andriot, Al Haeberlin.  Center row, left: ?????, Bob 
McGrath, ?????.  Bottom row, left:  Jason Handel, Al Ring, Tim Golden, Jim McGrath, Charlie Davis. 
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November 23, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian:              November 30, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian:

  
Unknown date: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 November 20, 1972, The courier-Journal 
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November 30, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November, 1972,  Unknown: 
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December 7, 1972:  Letter:  From Insurance Services Office to Companies, Fieldmen, & Local 
Agents: 
 

FIRE INSURANCE CLASSIFICATIONS 
ST. MATTHEWS PROTECTION AREA, JEFFERSON COUNTY, KENTUCKY 

 
The fire protection facilities afforded the St. Mathews Fire Protection Area have been improved to 
the extent that those portions of the Area previously receiving a Seventh-Class fire insurance clas-
sification can now receive a Sixth-Class fire insurance classification.  These properties receiving 
Eight or Ninth Class remain the same.  The St. Matthews Fire Protection Area has been re-rated 
on this basis. 
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December 7, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian:       December 14, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The St. Matthews Fire Departments is probably 
the best wrecking crew around. 
 
What they do is ask someone to donate a vacant 
building destined for demolition to the fire depart-
ment for a couple of weekends. 
 
Usually the firemen burn out the inside one week-
end and burn the house to the ground the next. 
Free. 
 
“It is the best possible practice we could have,” 
said fire Lt. Al Ring.  Ring said anyone with a 
burnable building “is invited to contact us.”  
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December 21, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 12, 1972, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Line: 
 
1941, December 29, born in Louisville, KY to 
John & Katherine Monohan. 
Attended Holy Trinity Grade School. 
1960, graduated Trinity High School. 
Attended Syracuse University and Bellar-
mine College. 
Steven’s nickname was “Butch.”  
1967, October 21, married Marilyn Ann 
Middlestadt at Ascension catholic Church. 
1969, March 31, son Sean Francis Monohan 
was born to Steven and Marilyn Monohan. 
Employed by Boone Gardiner Nursery. 
1972, December 11, burned to death after he 
apparently suffered an epileptic seizure while 
soldering wreaths.  A propane torch is 
thought to have ignited his clothing.  Steven 
is buried in Calvary Cemetery in Louisville, 
KY. 
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December 21, 1972,  Board minutes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 28, 1972,  The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
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These photos are believed to be 1972: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Al Ring above, Chief John Monohan's 
care on fire run. 
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These photos are believed to be 1972:                      Firefighter Bob Zaepfel. 
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STMFD Fire Run Reports 1972: 
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SMFD Fire Run Reports 1972: 
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Fire Statistics For 1972 
 
Total number of fire runs:  232 
Total working fires:   6 
Total hours of fire fighting:  72 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  3,400 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  7,800 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  3 times 
Number of A. M. runs:  79 
Number of P. M. runs:  153 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   188     House   71 
S2:   23     Commercial  38 
S3:   63     Automobile  50 
S4:   93     Field & trash  37 
S5:   59     Miscellaneous 31 

     Malicious false 5 
 

Working Fires: 
 
2/18/1972  4:04 p.m. House, 19 Westport Terrace, 2nd floor 
7/9/1972  6:09 p.m. House, J. Graham Brown Estate, Browns Lane 
8/2/1972  2:18 p.m. House, 720 Indian Ridge Road 
8/6/1972  2:24 p.m. House 4006 Elfin Road 
9/8/1972  5:32 a.m. Barn, Country Club Lane, arson 
10/31/1972  7:39 a.m. Country Day School, 1403 Browns Lane, Assisted by McMahan 
& Lyndon FD’s 
 
6/13/1972   Auto Accident, one dead 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  see complete list of STMFD individual fire run reports in  
separate PDF 
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STMFD Fire Report Charts by Al Ring        Total runs  232     Working fires    6 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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Board Of Directors 

 
Fred C. Boss  
John C. Emrich, died in office May 1972 
Philip Grauman 
Marty A. Kamer, start January 1972 
George E. Miller 
John M. Monohan Jr. 
James “JP” Terry 
Robert C. “Bob” Walling 
William Leland Wilson 
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Officers 
 
Chief John M. Monohan Jr. 
Assistant Chief Al Haeberlin 
Assistant Chief Melchior R. “Melch” 
Zehnder 
Captain Harry K. Babcock 
Captain Robert C. “Bob” Walling 
Lieutenant Herb L. Chreste 
Lieutenant Jack DeHart 
Lieutenant William E.“Bill” Dieckman 
Lieutenant Douglas L. “Doug” Monohan 
Lieutenant Russell “Russ” M. Rakestraw 
Lieutenant Al Ring 

Firefighters 
 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
A. E. “Bill” Andriot, III 
Jim L. Andriot 
H. K. “Squire” Babcock 
Gerald “Jerry” Beckman 
Wiley A. Brewer 
Dennis L. Bryant 
William Brad Clarke Jr.  
William “Bill” Clifford, 
news 
Gene O. Curbow, new 
Charile T. Davis 
E. Gar Davis 
Mike P. Davis 
David C. Dick 
Paul G. Dillman 
Denny Engnehl 
A. Paul Fish 
Ronald Fleitz 
Ed Foley, end 
Walt Frank 
Tim D. Golden 
Jim Graven 
Ralph S. Haeberlin 
John S. “Jack” Handel 
Jason B. Handel 
Rob N. Helm 
Richard F. Herdt, new 
Roger S. Herdt 
John Jeff Hull, new 
Jim L. Jackson 

Bernie J. Karem 
Frederick L. Lau, Jr., new 
Ross H. “Pat” Maloney 
Tom L. Martin. end 
James Mauck 
Clinton S. McAfee 
Jim J. McGrath 
Robert E. “Bob” McGrath 
William “Tony” McGrath, new 
R. “Pat” McNally 
Bill Mercke 
W. “Tommy” Miller 
John L. Noon 
Kyle L. Reagan 
Ken C. Reising, Jr. 
Philip “Leakey” Schneider 
Gerald P. Schreck 
Richard Harvey Schultze 
Allan R. Scott 
Dale P. Seebold 
Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange 
Richard E. Tackett 
Richard J. “Rick” Tonini, new 
Joseph “Joe” Wheatley 
William F. “Bill” Wilke, new 
Sam A. Wolfe 
James W. “Woody” Woodring, 
new 
Jim D. Youngson 
Robert L. “Bob” Zaepfel 



1973 
January 1973:  Al Ring became Vice president of Firefighters, Inc. 
 

January 2, 1973:  Letter:  To Honorable Bernard Bowling, Mayor, from Anthony Gray, Insurance Ser-
vices Bureau:  Dear Sir:    

FIRE PROTECTION CITY OF ST. MATTHEWS 
 
Recently we visited your City, and reviewed with Mrs. Kaiser, City Clerk, and Mr. McCaslin, Inspector, 
the status of Fire Prevention Activities. 
 
Prior to, and during 1972, we recommended establishment and maintenance of a fire prevention inspec-
tion program, as one very important segment of a program to achieve a Class Six fire protection classifi-
cation for your City.  It had bee, and continues to be, a standard recommendation that the fire prevention 
program encompass the following level of activities, within incorporated areas: 
 
1.  Each occupancy, other than dwellings, should receive a thorough fire prevention inspection at least 
twice annually. 
2.  All violations found should be cited, in writing. 
3.  Sufficient follow-up inspections should be made, at appropriate intervals, to accomplish corrections 
of violations. 
4.  Complete records of all inspections, violations notices, master record cards for occupancies, etc. 
should be maintained, up-to-date, and available for review. 
5.  Appropriate reference material should be provided and utilized, and appropriate office facilities 
should be available. 
 
Our recent inspection reveled the following: 
 
(a)  Many occupancies did not receive any fire prevention inspections during 1972. 
(b)  Many occupancies received only ONE fire prevention inspection during 1972. 
(c)  The general rate of inspection was insufficient to produce desired frequencies. 
(d)  Master occupancy cards were not available for review, even with advance notice of inspection. 
(e)  Violation notice records were not, available for review, even with advance notice of inspections. 
 
We believe our position regarding the necessity of the recommended fire prevention program has been 
clearly communicated to you, so we now have no alternative except to advise you that the present fire 
prevention classification of your City is in severe jeopardy. 
 
We have discussed this situation with Mrs. Kaiser, and we wish to confirm our comments in this matter.  
We advised that we will withhold re-classification for a brief period of time to enable: 
 
1.  A written definite statement of the City’s intentions in this matter to be forwarded to us. 
2.  The inspection program to be properly intensified so that all occupancies not inspected in 1972 would 
be inspected, and all occupancies inspected only once in 1972 would receive another inspection prompt-
ly. 
3.  Arrangements to be made to prevent recurrence of the fire prevention activity being reduced. 
4.  Arrangements to be made to cause all necessary records to be readily available for review. 
 
We will re-inspect these operations between 30 and 60 days from now, and it will be necessary that we 
classify the City  based upon the conditions then found to exist. 
 
If there are any questions regarding our comments or the seriousness of this situation, please let up 
know.  We shall be looking forward to receipt of your communication within the next few days.   Yours 
very truly,  Anthony Gray 
 

 
 



1973 
January 4, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:          
 



1973 
January 11, 1973, Board meeting:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 12, 1973, The Courier-Journal 
 



1973 
January 18, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:          
 



1973 
January 18, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:          
 

 

 



1973 
January 19, 1973, The Courier-Journal, By Joan Kay,— 
 

SPEAKING OF PEOPLE, CLUBWOMEN DONATE RESUCE TOOL  
 
A proposal made last fall at the conference at Barren River of the Kentucky federation of Wom-
en’s Clubs bore fruit this week in St. Matthews 
 
A Jaws of Life power rescue tool used to rescue trapped victims of an automobile accidents was 
presented by the Younger Woman’s Club of St. Matthews to the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire de-
partment. 
 
Mrs. Harold Mullins of Louisville, president of the KFWC, first heard about the machine through 
a newspaper account of its use at the Indianapolis 500 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
 
A demonstration of the machine was given at the fall conference, and Mrs. Mullins proposed that 
the various Kentucky clubs work to buy machine's for their communities. 
 
“I think it’s a marvelous piece of safety equipment to have on hand,” said Mrs. Mullins.  “It’s fab-
ulous what it can do.” 
 
The portable rescue tool provides 10,000 pounds of usable force to rescue people trapped in auto-
mobiles.  It is a flameless and does not employ grinding wheels or saw blades. 
 
The tool is a paw-like device with twin forged titanium arms that can pull or lift 5 tons.  In sue the 
jaws open to 32 inches under fill load in 40 seconds. 
 
The rescue device operates in any position and requires only thumb pressure for a one-man opera-
tion.  Weighing 35 pounds, it can be stored in an auto trunk space. 
 
The machine, manufactured by Hurst Performance, Inc. of Warminster, PA cost $3,l825. It was 
presented by the club to Chief John Monohan of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department, 
and a training session was held Tuesday night.  It will be put into use by the fire department as 
soon as the men are trained, said Chief Monohan, who is very pleased with the club’s gift. 
 
The Younger Woman’s Club of St. Matthews members, whose president is Mrs. Edsel Rawlings, 
feel that purchase of the rescue equipment is one of the biggest individual community services con-
tributed by the club in many years. 
 
The St. Matthews group is the first club in the federation to buy the rescue tool.  “I’m very hopeful 
we will get them across the state,” said Mrs. Mullins.  “The clubwomen who have seen it are sold 
on it and willing to work for funds to buy it for their communities.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 
January , 1973, The Jaws of Life: 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the firefighters:  Bill 
Clifford, Ken Reising, Bill Wilke, 
Tim Golden and others. 



1973 
January 25, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   Cecil Gilbert Lunsford, Sr.—-Assistant Secre-
tary and Radio Operator, 1970 to 1973——-January 22, 1907 to January 11, 1973 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kiwanis Ka-
dooldlers, Gilbert was 
the banjo player, with 
his son Mickey Luns-
ford as the drummer 
Mickey was later the 
drummer for the  Mon-
archs in 1968 from 
Waggener High school.      
1950s 
 
Cecil was born in Brod-
head, Kentucky Cecil Gil-
bert Lunsford Sr. January 
22,1907 and passed on in 
Louisville, Ky January 11, 
1973.  He was a starter on 
the Brodhead High school 

basketball team with my other two Uncle's. He moved to Louisville and became a Pharmacist at the old 
Taylor Drug store in St Matthews.  Dad and Buck Tharp had a band in Brodhead called the Kentuckians 
which my brother took over and they played on the Belle for over 20 years on the Saturday Nite cruises. 
Dad had another band called the Blue Hawks and Mayme S Waggener played piano for him.  He also 
worked as the Photo Manager at the old Sutcliffe sporting goods store for a number of years the Zayre 
Dept store as photo department manager.  Also during the 2nd World War dad was the plant photographer 
for the Charleston Powder Plant in Charleston, Indiana.  His last job was with the St Matthews Fire De-
partment until his death on January 11, 1973. Cecil was survived by his wife Alice Lunsford his two son's 
Cecil Gilbert ( Sonny ) Lunsford Jr,. and Robert Clarkson ( Mickey ) Lunsford and three grandchildren 

Connie Lunsford,  David Lunsford and Christy 
Lunsford.   
 
 

The Voice of St. 
Matthews, July 28, 

1949 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
1973, Booklet designed by Al Ring to be used for recruiting: 



1973 
February 1, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:    
 
 
 



1973 
February 1, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1973 
February 8, 1973, Board meeting: 
 

 
 



1973 
February 10, 1973:  4810 Brownsboro Road, the Winn Dixie Store.  From the private collection of 
Malcolm McMakin. 

 
 
 
Ken Reising 



1973 
February 15, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:           February 22, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   
 

            March 1, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:   

 



1973 
March 8, 1973, Board meeting:  



1973 
March 15, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                   March 22, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is Chief John M. Monohan, Jr’s mother. 



1973 
 

April 12, 1973, Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 17, 1973, Letter—New fire appa-
ratus pump test. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 
 

April 1973:  The department took delivery of S6, a 1500 GPM Mack pumper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 
 

April 26, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                        STMFD made several “turn of electricity 
runs.” 
 



1973 
 

April 26, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                         

    May 3, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                         



1973 

May 10, 1973, Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 20, 1973, Unknown article: 
 



1973 

May 12, 1973, The Courier-Journal, STMFD did not respond. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

May 20, 1973, The Courier-Journal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

1973 Crusade:  $23,676.00 
 
S1, $3,163.46     S2, $1,941.15     S3, $3,766.86     S4, $4,200.42     S5, $4,306.28     S6, $1,764.28, 
Down Town, $341.38, Business, $1,429.00, Miscellaneous, $2,763.17 
 
Sold raffle tickets for GE TV.  Made $395.25. 
 
1973, Courtesy Marty Kamer:   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

1973 Crusade:  $23,676.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

May 24, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
May 31, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 



1973 

May or June 1973, training exercise with Harrods Creek:  
 

 
 
Comments from Rick Albers June 2007:  (His not my language.) Training fire on Hillsdale Road 
off of Lime Kiln Lane, in Harrods Creek Fire District, in May or June of 1973.  (I remember going 
in with a booster line and it was really smoky and nasty.  Al (Ring), this was a fire that you set and 
came walking out with a shit-eating grin on your face.  I think you used an old piss soaked mat-
tress and maybe a tire or two. 
 
Kennedy Clark, Jr. was backing me up and it was right after lunch and he started hacking and 
coughing and then he puked all over the back of my turnout coat.  I could feel the chunks hitting 
my coat & I almost barfed but I crawled into the room that was on fire and hit the fire.  It was pre-
flashover but was hotter than shit.  After we knocked the fire down, we ventilated with the fog noz-
zle and then overhauled a little and then backed out. 
 
When we got outside, Kennedy barfed up the rest of his lunch and someone asked what was all 
baked on my coat so I made Kennedy take the booster line and blast his cooked vomit off my coat.) 
  
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

June 7, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 14, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 



1973 

June 14, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

June 14, 1973, Board meeting: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

June 22, 1973, Cash receipts and disbursements: 



1973 

June 28, 1973, Cash receipts and disbursements: 

 

 



1973 

July 5, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 



1973 

July 11, 1973, Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 12, 1973, The Voice-
Jeffersonian: 



1973 

July 19, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unknown 



1973 

July 26, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

July 26, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note—STMFD made 17 storm 
related and flooding runs July 
21 & 22 including the next one 
mentioned at 120 Colonial. 

 



1973 

July 26, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1973 

July 26, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1973 

August 2, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 9, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

August 9, 1973, Board meeting:  August 9, 1973, Resignation from the Board of Directors 
by Bob Walling. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

August 16, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

September 13, 1973, Board meeting: 

 
 
 
 
September 6, 1973, The  
Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

September 13, 1973, Board meeting:   New Board member: 
 

Stanley H. Jones 
 

Trustee 1973 to 1974 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Born in Elizabethtown, Kentucky, April 14, 1931.  He went to grade school their and then graduat-
ed from Fort Knox High School.  He attended the University of Kentucky and Louisville.  After 
college he took a graduate course at the University of Virginia in Banking.  He started his career at 
the Admiral Finance Company switching to the Interstate Financed Company.  In 1966 he went 
with the Citizens Bank in Louisville at the St. Matthews branch until becoming Vice President of 
Installment Loans in 1974.  He is a member of the St. George Masons, and member of the St. Mat-
thews Optimist.  He served on the Board from 1971 to 1974 when he was transferred to a down-
town bank. 
 
 
Was in the November 21, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

October 11, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
October 11, 1973, Board meeting: 
 
 

 
October 26 & 27, 1973, The 
Courier-Journal 

 



1973 

October 31, 1973, Louisville Division of Fire Multiple Alarm Book: 
 

 
 
November 1, 1973, The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1973 

November 3, 1973, The Courier-Journal 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

November 8, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:  November 8, 1973, Board meeting: 

 
November 7, 1973, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

November 11, 1973, Working fire at 4006 Springhill Road. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unknown: 



1973 

November 21, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

November 21, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                    Former STMFD member & fire house. 
 
 
 
 
 



1973 

November 21, 1973, The Voice-Jeffersonian:                    Former STMFD member & fire house. 

December 13, 1973, Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 1973:  S2, Betsy was retired from active service. 
 

 

 



1973 
Fire Statistics For 1973 

 
Total number of fire runs:  282 
Total working fires:   7 
Total hours of fire fighting:  78 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  2,300 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  4,800 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  1 time 
Number of A. M. runs:  81 
Number of P. M. runs:  201 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   226     House   83 
S2:   23     Commercial  50 
S3:   84     Automobile  63 
S4:   96     Field & trash  35 
S5:   67     Miscellaneous 42 
S6:  9     Malicious false 9 
 

Working fires 
      

1/16/1973 6:37 a.m. Laboratory, 4018 Shelbyville Road (LFD contract area) 
1/16/1973 2:56 p.m. Business Offices, 135 Breckenridge Lane 
1/24/1973 7:18 a.m. Business, 3922 Willis Avenue (LFD contract area) 
2/10/1973 9:36 p.m. Winn Dixie Store, 4810 Brownsboro Road 
11/2/1973 2:04 a.m. House, 421 Chippewa, basement 
11/11/1973 9:31 a.m. House, 4006 Springhill Road 
12/10/1973 5:20 a.m. House, 3434 Warner Avenue 
 
STMFD Fire report charts, by Al Ring     Total runs   282       Working fires   7 



1973 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 

 



1973 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 

 
 



1973 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 
 



1973 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 

 



1973 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 

 



1973 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 

 



1973 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 

 
 
 



1973 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 
 



1973 

STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 
 
 
 



1973 

 Board Of Directors 
 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Fred C. Boss  
Philip Grauman 
Stanley Jones, start Sept. 1973 
Marty A. Kamer 
George E. Miller 
John M. Monohan Jr. 
James “JP” Terry 
Robert C. “Bob” Walling, end August 1973 
William Leland Wilson 
 
 
 
 

1973 
 

Officers 
 
Chief John M. Monohan Jr. 
Assistant Chief Al Haeberlin 
Assistant Chief Melchior R. “Melch” 
Zehnder, end 
Asst. Chief. Robert C. “Bob” Walling, start 
Captain Harry K. Babcock 
Captain Robert C. “Bob” Walling 
Lieutenant Herb L. Chreste 
Lieutenant Jack DeHart 
Lieutenant William E.“Bill” Dieckman 
Lieutenant Douglas L. “Doug” Monohan 
Lieutenant Russell “Russ” M. Rakestraw 
Lieutenant Al Ring 
Lieutenant Ken Strange, start 

Firefighters 
 
Rick Albers 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
A. E. “Bill” Andriot, III 
Jim L. Andriot 
Wiley A. Brewer 
Dennis L. Bryant 
Kennedy Clark, Jr. 
William Brad Clarke Jr.  
William “Bill” Clifford 
Gene O. Curbow 
E. Gar Davis 
Charile T. Davis 
David C. Dick 
Paul G. Dillman 
Darrell C. Doyle 
Denny Engnehl 
Walt Frank 
Tim D. Golden 
Jim Graven 
John S. “Jack” Handel 
Jason B. Handel 
Rob N. Helm 
Roger S. Herdt 
John Jeff Hull 
Jim L. Jackson 
Bernie J. Karem 
Chris E. Kinberger, Sr. 
Walter Lage 
Frederick L. Lau, Jr. 
 
 
 

Ross H. “Pat” Maloney 
James Mauck 
Clinton S. McAfee 
Jim J. McGrath 
Robert E. “Bob” McGrath 
William “Tony” McGrath 
R. “Pat” McNally 
W. “Tommy” Miller 
Jeffery D. Money 
John M. “Jack” Monohan, III 
Mike E. Noland 
John L. Noon 
John R. “Jack” O’Toole, Jr. 
Lawrence C. Pilcher, Jr. 
John S. Redman 
Ken C. Reising, Jr. 
Philip “Leakey” Schneider 
Gerald P. Schreck 
Richard Harvey Schultze 
Allan R. Scott 
Richard E. Tackett 
Richard J. “Rick” Tonini 
Joseph “Joe” Wheatley 
William F. “Bill” Wilke 
Sam A. Wolfe 
James W. “Woody” Woodring 
Jim D. Youngson 
 



1974 

1974:  The building at 109 Breckenridge Lane, which served as the firehouse from 1925 to 1942, 
was torn down. 
 
1974:  New training program was introduced. 
 
1974:  Captain Al Ring became President of Firefighters, Inc. 
 
1974:  The softball team got uniforms. 
 
1974:  Jack Monohan, III became Assistant Chief. 
 
January 3, 1974, The Voice:      
 
 

 
January 8, 1974, The Courier
-Journal, many times 



1974 

January 17, 1974, The Voice: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 10, 1974 Board meeting: 



1974 

January 17, 1974, The Voice: 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1974 

January 17, 1974, The Voice: 
 
 
 



1974 

February 2, 1974,  The Voice: 

 
 
 
February 7, 1974,  The Voice-Jeffersonian: 

What’s cooking 
 

What’s cooking with the wives of 
the St. Matthews Volunteer Firemen? It’s a 
chili supper at Trinity High School cafeteria 
from 4-8 pm Saturday, Feb. 2. 

 
The supper is phase three of the 

wives plan to help their husbands raise 
$50,000 for the Crusade for Children. In the 
last few months, the wives have held a garage 
sale and a joint card party and bazaar. 

 
In a way, the chill supper has 

become a community project. First, Father 
Jensen, athletic director at Trinity offered the 
use of the school cafeteria. Then, Mrs. Cathe-
rine Fuchs, superintendent of the cafeteria, 
volunteered herself as chili chef. 

 
Diana Strange, chairman of the 

supper, admitted the wives were glad that 
Mrs. Fuchs has offered her help. None of 
them knew how to make chili for 500 people. 

 
All of the ingredients to make that 

much chill and the other food for the supper 
has donated by area businesses. Another 50 
businesses have displayed posters advertising 
the supper. 

 
The menu includes chili at 40 

cents a bowl, sandwiches and hot dogs, cake, 
pie, coffee and soft drinks. The chill is availa-
ble for carry-out orders, but you must bring 
your own container. After supper, you can 
attend the Trinity vs. Manual basketball game 
in the gym. 

 
The firemen’s wives and Father 

Jensen hope the evening will have a two-fold 
effect - People attending the chili supper will 
stay for the basketball game and those com-
ing for the game will come early and eat chili. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Note, I believe this is Mary Kay 

Klapheke. 



1974 

February 14, 1974,  Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 1974:  S4, 1955 Seagrave 750 GPM 
Quad, was repainted. 



1974 

March 17, 1974, The Courier-Journal 



1974 

1974 Photos from Al Ring —his collection of STMFD fire houses he made. 
 
 
 
 
 



1974 

1974 Photos from Al Ring —his collection of STMFD fire houses he made. 

 

NOTE:   
 
The April 3, 1974 Tornado information will be 
covered in a separate section. 
 
 
 

4/18/1974 6:40 p.m. Apartment, 3838 Washington Square, bedroom (by Jack O’Toole—(January 
2011) 
 
I was riding the tailboard of the 3rd unit in, and there was little for us to do but overhaul. The fire 
started in a downstairs room and as luck would have it, there was a water bed in the room directly 
above the fire area. No one in the condo building would ‘buzz’ us into the building, and by the 
time we were allowed in, the water bed had melted and put out the fire.  



1974 

1974 Firefighters Inc. 



1974 

April 16, 1964, The Courier-Journal    May 12 



1974 

April 18, 1974, The Courier-Journal 



1974 

April 11, 1974, Board meeting: 
 
 

 
 
April 12, 1974, The Courier-
Journal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
April 18, 1974, The Voice: 
 



1974 

During April & May of 1974 there was unrest with the firefighters and officers with the leadership 
of Assistant Chief Bob Walling.  After several meetings Bob Walling resigned from the position. 
 
 
May 9, 1974, Board meeting: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1974 

May16, 1974, The Voice: 

 

 
 
 
 
 



1974 

May17, 1974, Unknown:    May 18, 1974, The Courier-Journal: 

 
 
 

 
 
 



1974 

May18, 1974, Unknown: 

May 18 & 19, 1974, Crusade for Children: Courtesy Marty Kamer: 
 



1974 

May 18 & 19, 1974, Crusade for Children:                 



1974 

May 18 & 19, 1974, Crusade for Children:        Notes, that were read on TV while giving the mon-
ey. 

 
 
May 20, 1974, The Courier-Journal    Edited 



1974 

May 18 & 19, 1974, Crusade for Children:     Our Crusade Recording Keeping Chart   includes 
Al’s Ace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 20, 1974:  Mailgram from Chief Paul O’Leary, McMahan Fire Department 



1974 

May 18 & 19, 1974, Crusade for Children:      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1974 

1974 or 1975 Crusade pictures: 
 

 

 



1974 

1974 or 1975 Crusade pictures: 
 

 

 



1974 

May 20, 1974, The Courier-Journal:      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 20, 1974, Letter of resignation from Stan Jones: 
 
 



1974 

May23, 1974, The Voice: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1974 

May 23, 1974, The Voice: 

 
 
June 13, 1974, The Voice: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1974 

 
June 13, 1974, Board meet-
ing: 
 
 
 
 
 
Ordered 2 new apparatus. 
 
Stan Jones Resigns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



1974 

 
June 20, 1974, The Voice:    June 26, 1974, The Courier-Journal 

Future STMFD firefighter 
 



1974 

1974 By Laws:                                              We believe this were recorded June 26, 1974. 
 
ARTICLE I   Preamble 
 
Members of the fire department should understand that these By Laws are not intended to cover each and every case which 
may arise in the discharge of their duties. A great deal must necessarily be left to the intelligence and discretion of individual 
officers and firefighters. It will be their claim to promotion and reward according to the degree to which they show that they 
are possessed of the necessary qualifications and to their zeal, activity and judgment on all occasions. 
 
It should be remembered by each member of the department in carrying out the By Laws and obeying the orders of the offic-
ers that these By Laws were adopted and the officers were appointed by the Chief and Assistant Chiefs for the sole purpose of 
having a better organization. Each firefighter is a member of this depart-ment because he voluntarily chose to become a mem-
ber and because he had an interest in his community. Observance of these By Laws can result only in a more efficient depart-
ment and a better under-standing by the men as to their various responsibilities. 
 
ARTICLE II   Members - New 
 
SECTION I Any person eighteen (18) years of age or older desiring membership, that lives or works in the St. Matthews fire 
or contract area may make application. Any applicant living outside of the fire or contract area must submit a letter from his 
employer stating that he may respond to all emergencies. Upon receipt of the application he is to be investigated by the Mem-
bership Committee and upon its approval the application shall be posted on the bulletin board. During this period, the appli-
cant shall remain in good standing. When the application is posted, the applicant in order to remain in good standing must 
make six (6) consecutive scheduled weekly sessions unless excused by the Membership Committee. The applicant shall com-
plete his six (6) meetings in ninety (90) days. If the applicant fails to complete his six (6) meetings and/or he misses three (3) 
consecutive meetings, his application shall be removed from the board and admission to the department shall be denied. The 
applicant may reapply after ninety (90) days. 
 
SECTION II The applicant: Shall not be issued fire fighting gear during his application period. Shall not ride, under emergen-
cy conditions any fire apparatus. Shall not, under emergency conditions respond to the firehouse, fire scene or emergency. 
Shall not have emergency lights, siren or radio on his vehicle unless he is an active member of another emergency organiza-
tion for which it is required. Shall not be considered for full membership until he has completed fifty-two (52) scheduled 
weekly sessions. Shall not have a voice or vote on matters concerning the department during this period. 
 
SECTION III The applicants six (6) weekly sessions shall consist of the following: An information booklet of Do’s and 
Don’ts. A tour of the fire station and facilities. Introduction to the fire apparatus, equipment and tools used. A visit to the sce-
ne and observation of department training. A final orientation by the Membership Committee followed by a welcome from 
the Chief Officers. After this, assignment to an apparatus, issue fire fighting equipment and/or measurement taken for perma-
nent equipment. The light/siren permit will be issued along with a locker and/or key number and radio monitor. 
 
SECTION IV If a member feels the applicant cannot fulfill the requirements it is his obligation to report these reasons to the 
Membership and/or Firemen’s Committee in writing or in person. If the Committees have not received a valid complaint they 
will approve the applicant for apprentice training which consists of fifty-two (52~ scheduled weekly sessions. 
 
SECTION V The applicant will be governed by the By Laws set forth by this department and will enjoy all benefits. 
 
SECTION VI Membership (firefighters and apprentice~ may be limited or closed to new applicants by the Chief Officers 
with the approval of the appointed officers. The total number in membership, the inability to handle more firefighters in train-
ing or an unbalanced ratio of firefighters and apprentice may require this Section to be initiated. However, this Section may 
not be used to deny anyone membership but will be used to better the department. 
 
ARTICLE III   Members - Active 
 
SECTION I The apprentice period starts at the completion of the applications period and consists of fifty-two (52) actively 
participated scheduled weekly sessions. 
 
SECTION II The member shall attend seventy-five (75) percent of the scheduled weekly sessions during a quarter period 
unless excused by his Company Officer. Failure to attend this percentage shall be cause for the member to be dropped from 
the department. (governed by Article III, Section 13) A quarter period shall be defined as follows: First Quarter - January, 
February and March, Second Quarter - April, May and June, Third Quarter - July, August and September and Fourth Quarter 
- October, November and December. 
 
SECTION III If a member is dropped from the department he shall not be considered for reinstatement for a period of six (6) 
months. 
 
SECTION IV During the apprentice period, he shall have no voice or vote in matters of the department. He shall also not be 
allowed to hold office or be a member of any committee. 
 
SECTION V The regular meetings and drills shall be held at 7:30 P.M. on Tuesday evening of each week unless otherwise 
posted. An alternate meeting and drill will be held each week for those who cannot attend the Tuesday evening sessions. This 
alternate date and time will be posted. 
 
SECTION VI A company detail shall be held on Thursday evenings of each week and on the third Sunday of each month at 
their posted times. The company detail will last for two (2) hours. Each member shall be assigned to one of these details. All 
members shall participate in sixty-six (66) percent of their assigned company details during a quarter period unless excused 
by their Company  
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Officer. Failure to participate and/or absence from two (2) consecutive details shall be cause for dismissal from the depart-
ment. (governed by Article III, Section 13) 
 
SECTION VII It shall be the duty of all members while on duty to give strict obedience to the, lawful orders of the officers. 
Under no circumstances shall any attention be given to orders, suggestions or criticism of unauthorized persons. 
 
SECTION VIII No one who is not an active member, unless authorized by an officer shall be allowed to ride on the apparatus 
or to handle equipment. Each member is charged with the enforcement of this rule. 
 
SECTION IX No person shall use any fire apparatus or equipment for any private purpose, or shall any person willfully and 
without proper authority take away or conceal any article used in any way by the department. 
 
SECTION X The fire station, all apparatus and the premises in general shall be kept clean, orderly and in sanitary condition. 
Every member will be held individually responsible for any act of negligence on his part which may contribute toward the 
violation of this rule. 
 
SECTION XI While responding to an emergency in your private auto, you are subject to all traffic regulations and must be 
extremely careful at all times. The use of a red light and/or siren does not give you the right of way, they only warn the public 
of an emergency and that you will take the right of way if it is given to you. Excessive speed and recklessness will not be tol-
erated. The department under no circumstances is responsible for anyone’s personal liability. 
All members responding to an emergency, except the Chief Officers shall report directly to the firehouse unless in route he 
passes the scene of the emergency. In this case he may stop and render whatever aid possible. Special exceptions may be ap-
proved by the Chief. All apparatus and members will respond from the firehouse per the run schedule. 
 
SECTION XII All members will be personally responsible, except for normal wear of all department property issued them. 
They are required to return all department property issued to them on termination of their membership or on demand of the 
Membership Committee working on orders from the Firemen’s Committee. 
 
Any member who has been issued a monitor and is not using it correctly will be told to turn it in. This includes loaning of the 
monitor, making alterations or any other misuse. In some cases two (27~ monitors may be issued to a member who lives and 
works in the area and can make runs at all times. This will be done on an individual basis and with agreement of the Member-
ship Committee and the Chief Officers. Any member who is due a monitor will receive his before a second monitor is given 
any member. If a monitor is in need of repairs, a loaner unit will be made available. 
 
ARTICLE III   Members - Active 
 
SECTION XIII Any member may be reviewed for disciplinary action for the abuse of his authority, for misconduct and for 
not complying with the By Laws and/or Rules and Regulations. Any member desiring to bring up a complaint against another 
member must submit the charges to the Firemen’s Committee and the membership present on any Tuesday night. The hearing 
will be open testimony for and against the accused. After the formal hearing the members will vote, by a show of hands 
whether to take further action. If further action is to be taken the Firemen’s committee will handle all apprentice and firefight-
ers and the Chief Officers will handle the officers. 
 
SECTION XIV Any member who has his drivers license revoked will be temporarily suspended from driving until his license 
is reinstated. 
 
SECTION XV Any member who has been dropped from the department can be reinstated only by complying with Article II 
of the By Laws. 
 
SECTION XVI At no time will dues be collected from the active or inactive membership. 
 
SECTION XVII No member shall be permitted to leave an emergency for any reason unless excused by his responding of-
ficer. Wandering around the fire grounds and engaging in unnecessary conversation with others will not be tolerated. 
 
SECTION XVIII Any member injured shall report it to his officer as soon as possible. It is the members responsibility to see 
that all insurance papers are filled out and taken care of. If a member is told by any doctor not to make emergencies he is to 
report this to his officer and he will become inactive until he brings a letter from that doctor stating that he may participate. 
 
SECTION XIX Apparatus drivers shall be a minimum of twenty-one (21) years of age and shall have a valid State of Ken-
tucky drivers license. 
 
SECTION XX Due to the Kentucky State Law, no one may drink alcoholic beverages on fire department grounds or at any 
department function is he is under the age of twenty-one (21). 
 
ARTICLE IV   Member - Inactive 
 
SECTION I Any active member for reasons he deems best may transfer to the inactive membership for a period of one (1) 
year. Inactive members with less than ten (10) years active service will be dropped from the membership after a period of one 
(1) year. 
 
SECTION II Any active member with under ten (10) years of service who for reasons he deems best, goes inactive, must re-
main inactive for a period of three (3) months. Any active member who has been so, for more than three (3) months but less 
than six (6) months, must take a minimum of three (3) training sessions as a refresher course. Any active member who goes 
inactive for  
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months, hut less than one (1) year must up-date their application and will be required to take the same three (3) training ses-
sions as a refresher course. Any active member who has less than ten (10) years of service and is inactive for more than one 
(1) year must reapply as in Article II of the By-Laws. 
 

SECTION III If a member goes inactive or resigns, he must notify the department in writing of his intentions and return all 
department property. Both must be completed within ten (10) days. Failure to comply with this section will result in the mem-
ber being dropped from the department for a period of one (1) year from the date all department property and the letter of 
intentions is received. 
 
SECTION IV Any active member with more than ten (10) years of service and goes inactive for more than one (1) year, must 
up-date their application and will be required to take a minimum of three (3) training sessions as a refresher course. 
 
ARTICLE V   Elections 
SECTION I The elected committees are to be elected at the first meeting of each year by secret ballot by the members present 
at the meeting. Elections shall not be held unless a quorum of one-half (½) of the eligible membership is present. Any vacan-
cies are to be filled within one (1) month by a special election. 
 
SECTION II Nominees for a committee must be present to accept the nomination or must have submitted in writing their 
intent to the Firemen’s Committee. 
 
SECTION III Any committee member shall have the right to succeed himself. 
 
SECTION IV A waiver may be granted by popular vote of the general membership for anyone to become a committee mem-
ber or an officer. 
 
ARTICLE VI   Officers 
SECTION I The Chief and Assistant Chiefs are appointed by the Board of Directors and are responsible to them. 
 
SECTION II The Officers are appointed by the Chief and Assistant Chiefs and are responsible to them. A minimum age of 
twenty-one (21) and three (3) years of active service is required. The candidate must also be a qualified engineer. 
 
SECTION III The chain of command is Chief, Assistant Chiefs, Captains and Firefighters. In the absence of an officer, the 
firefighter riding the officer’s seat of the first responding apparatus is in charge of the emergency until relieved by an officer. 
 
SECTION IV The assigned Sergeant who is appointed by the company Captain, subject to the approval of the Chief officers 
is responsible to his Captain for assigned duties. 
 
ARTICLE VII   Committees 
SECTION I Four (4) firefighters shall be elected to a Firemen’s Committee and serve for a period of one (1) year. They shall 
have the responsibility of presenting the name of the firefighters who will serve as the members representative to the Board of 
Directors. This committee shall also dispose of all disciplinary action pertaining to the members but only after being present-
ed to the general membership for their recommendations. This committee shall also be responsible for the updating of the By-
Laws. Any elections which are held will be supervised by this committee. 
 
The nominations for the firemen’s committee shall be from the floor. A list of a minimum of six (6) and an open maximum 
are to be submitted. The three (3) candidates receiving the largest number of votes shall be appointed. The chairman of the 
preceding year will remain as a member for the upcoming year making a committee of four (4). These four (4) men shall elect 
the chairman of this committee from within the committee. 
 
SECTION II The Membership Committee shall be appointed by the Chief. 
 
SECTION III The members fund shall be administered by a committee of two (2) members elected by the membership for a 
period of one (1) year. Nominations must be a minimum of two (2) officers and two (2) firefighters with an open maximum. 
A fund shall be created for the benefit of the members and the money shall be derived from any donations made directly to 
the members or as the committee so designates. 
 
ARTICLE VIII   Member on Board of Directors 
SECTION I With the approval of the Board of Directors of the Saint 
Matthews Volunteer Fire Association, Incorporated, at the September 
1969 meeting, the eligible members shall elect one (1) member to the 
Board of Directors to serve as a voting member on equal status to 
the Board. 
 
SECTION II The member shall serve on the Board of Directors for a period of one (1) year, to run concurrent with the Boards 
election year. The name of the elected member will be presented to the Board of Directors in writing by a member of the Fire-
men’s Committee by the first Board meeting in June for confirmation to the Board. 
 
SECTION III The election of the member to the Board of Directors will be held at the third Tuesday meeting in May each 
year. 
SECTION IV Any member, with the exception of a Board appointed officer unless he resigns his appointment shall be eligi-
ble for the Board office. He also must have been an active member for a period of three (3) or more years. 
 

ARTICLE IX   Activities 

SECTION I The membership may actively participate in fund-raising drives for charity. The drives are to be selected by the 
membership and a chairman will be elected to head this activity. Within one (1) month following the completion of a charita-
ble drive a vote will be taken to determine the future of that charitable drive. 
 
ARTICLE X   Amendments 
 
SECTION I No amendment shall be effective until presented to the Firemen’s Committee in writing. The Committee will 
present the amendment and it shall not be effective until adopted by one-half (½) of the eligible members present at any regu-
lar Tuesday night meeting. 
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1974, Kentucky State Fire School:  Photo and comments courtesy Sam Wolfe: 
 
Sam Wolf’s own words:  Brief history.  STMFD usually went up and took the Strategy and Tactics 
course at Kentucky State Fire School in Lexington, Kentucky, because it had a live burn for an 
exercise.  Each year the big burn of the day came right after lunch and STMFD was usually given 
the first crack to put the fire out.  It became a friendly rivalry between STMFD and the boys of the 
Lexington FD who supervised the burn. 
 
They purposely left the fire burn bigger and hotter and would then let the “hotshots” from 
STMFD try to put it out.  The picture on the first picture was taken as our group sized up the fire 
which was a small 4 or 5 room single story house with covered porch.  Fire was blowing out both 
windows to the left and right of the front door.  The roof was still intact.  We had a 1 ½ inch line 
and are getting ready to do an interior attack.  (Note lack of breathing apparatus.) 
 
The entire first floor was off and burning as we entered.  As we progressed into the structure 
knocking down the fire.  One of the Lexington firefighters decided to make things more interesting 
and he stuck his 1 ½ line into a front room window and blew all the fire, smoke, heat and steam 
back onto us.  (another stupid move by today’s standards).  At any rate, the STMFD guys took the 
ass whipping, put out the firggin fire (to the chagrin and amazement of the Lexington guys) and 
promptly exited the building and lost our lunches on the side lawn. 

 
 
 
left to right, Rick Tonini, John Red-
man (back to Picture), Helmet 54 is 
Wally Lage, and Sam Wolfe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Redman and Sam Wolf at State 
Fire School in 1974 in Lexington Ken-
tucky. 
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July 3, 1974, The Voice:     NOTE see next page— 



1974 
The dream of Al Ring came true in 2004 after many years of ups and downs— 

Al & Karen Ring, Jul 2004 
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July 10, 1974, The Voice:  Boosters needed:  Al Ring 
and Jack Monohan, the two St. Matthews firefight-
ers who are writing a book about the department, 
are looking for issues of the St. Matthews Booster, a 
weekly newspaper issued in the late 1920’s and early 
1930’s. 
 
The Booster was published by a civic club that dis-
solved around 1940. 
 
Ring and Monohan, both captains on the fire de-
partment, also would like “anything anybody has on 
the fire department, the board of directors, any fire-
fighters or anything else,” Ring said. 
 
 
Al Ring on left, Jack Monohan on right working on 
the “History of the St. Matthews Voluntary Fire As-
sociation.” 
 
NOTE:  Jack and Al collected a huge amount of in-
formation on the department at that time.  However 
as with many things in life time got in the way and their best intentions just didn’t get accom-
plished.  The good thing, the information is still available and just before the reunion in 2001 Al, 
now retired with Jack’s help in gathering new information, is entering all the information in his 
computer, every newspaper article, pictures, letters, etc, etc. and even if a book is never written, 
the reference information will be available in chronological order for 1919 to at least 2002. 
 

Unknown:  The event took 
place July 9, 1974, Capt. Ring 
in charge. 
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July 10, 1974, Board meeting: 



1974 

July, 1974:    Notes and info on selection of Assistant Chief— 
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July 18, 1974, The Voice:     Former STMFD member. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
July 1974:  S1, 1947 Seagrave 750 GPM pumper was repainted. 
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July 20, 1974, The Courier-Journal 
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July 25, 1974, The Voice:     25th Anniversary Edition of The Voice— 
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July 25, 1974, The Voice:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STMFD participat-
ed in parade.    
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August ,1974, STMFD Drivers Training Manual.       Not seen in its entirety here.  See separate 
PDF. 
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August 8, 1974, The Voice:   
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August 8, 1974, Board meeting: 
 

Major Ring’s uniform, 2010. 
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August 11, 1974, Water Ball held at STMFD: 

Fireman Bill Andriot, Joe Noland, Sam Wolfe, Jack 
Monohan, Tim Golden, Bill Andriot, Jr. 

Boz Table, Harrods Creek 
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August 11, 1974, Water Ball held at STMFD: 
 

 
 

 
 
August 11, 1974, Unknown: 
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August 11, 1974, Water Ball held at STMFD: 
 

Battle of the hoses 
 
Dousing each other and spectators as well were members of 
10 volunteer fire departments in a water ball contest yester-
day at the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department station 
on Lyndon Way 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Kiernan Monohan, son of Doug & Margo 
Monohan  
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August 11, 1974, Water Ball held at STMFD: 

 
September 1, 1974, Rules and Regulations: 
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August 18, 1974, The Voice: 



1974 
September 1, 1974, Rules and Regulations: 
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1974:  From Jack O’Toole private collection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          8821 – 1947 Seagrave 750 GPM pumper    Ready to roll 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              8836 – 1973 Mack 1500 GPM pumper        8844 – 1955 Seagrave 750 GPM quad     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8855 – 1957 Seagrave 750 GPM quint with 75’ aeri-
al ladder          
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September 5, 1974, The Voice: 
 

September 12, 1974, The Voice: 
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September 12, 1974, Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 19, 1974, The Voice: 
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September 12, 1974, The Courier-Journal 
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October 10, 1974, Board meet-
ing: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 22, 1974, The Courier-
Journal: 
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October 21, 1974, St. Matthews & East Jefferson County Business Association, Inc. 
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October 24, 1974, The Voice: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fall 1974:  Pump testing of S3, using “Test 
Pit” built the previous year behind the fire 
station on Lyndon Way. 
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Fall 1974:  Pump testing of S3, using “Test Pit” built the previous year behind the fire station on 
Lyndon Way. 
 

 
Pump tests, S-21, S-33, S-36, S-44 
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October 31, 1974, The Voice: 
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November 1, 1974, Rules and Regulations: 
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November 7, 1974, The Voice:                                                      November 14, 1974, The Voice: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 14, 1974, Board meeting: 
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November 14, 1974, Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 22, 1974, The 
Courier-Journal 
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December 12, 1974, The Voice: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J. C. Nuckols joins board replacing Stan Jones. 
 
 
December 12, 1974, Board meeting: 
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December 12, 1974, Board meeting:             New board member:   J. Cecil Nuckols, Jr. 
 

Director 1974 to 1982                                  July 8, 1908 to August 30,1992  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mr. Nuckols, was born July 8, 1908.  The 1920 census shows him living with his family on Allison 
in Jefferson County, Kentucky.  He is the son of J. Cecil Nuckols and Claudine Nuckols, with a 
brother Franklin W. Nuckols and a sister Cecile V.  The 1930 census shows about the same.  We 
know he went to du Pont Manual High School, in the late 1920s.  In 1937 he was a manager with 
the  Dean Tire Company.  He became a self employed contractor building homes in the St. Mat-
thews area and converted apartments on Chenoweth Lane to condos.  He lived with Claudine at 
250 Chenoweth Lane, and died August 30, 1992. 
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December 19, 1974, The Voice:                    W. Leland Wilson Dies, was active Board member. 
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December 24, 1974, Unknown:         STMFD was called for a rescue.            
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December 1974:  “General Pictures”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Captain A. E. Andriot, III & Tim Golden “teaching class” about fire safety. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Billie Sharp, secretary, Department’s only employ-
ee at the time  

      “The White Hats” as they were called, Chief Of-
ficers Assist. Chief’s Haeberlin, Monohan, Chief 
John Monohan 

Alarm Desk, note huge map to right of desk, 8’ x 16 of 
the area. 

Jim Andriot and the Scott Pack  
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December 1974:  “General Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
General meeting, Chief Monohan, Capt. Al Ring, Denis Bryant, Sam Wolfe,  back of As-
sistant Chief Al Haeberlin. 
                                                                        

Training Class on Tuesday Evening Training 
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The department developed a brief history to help in recruiting:                    
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The department developed a brief history to help in recruiting:                    
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The department developed a brief history to help in recruiting:                    
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1974:  From Tim Golden private collection, various events we think from 1974. Many may be late 
1977 or a little later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Jim Woodring at foosball table in “Rec” 
room.         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
S7, Chief John M. Monohan, Jr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Plaque on Station No. 1 & Wiley Brewer, Cruising. 
 
 

Rick Albers, Ron Unthank & Jack Monohan, in 
Frank Florence’s big white Caddy. 
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1974:  From Tim Golden private collection, various events we think from 1974. Many may be late 
1977 or a little later.                                               Training pit fires on lot east of firehouse. 
 

Saturday night dance at Trinity High School 
  Charles & Buzz McCune (probably after late 
1977) 
 
 



1974 

1974:  From Tim Golden private collection, various events we think from 1974. Many may be late 
1977 or a little later.                                                 Same “Epics” Dance at T. H. S. 
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1974:  From Tim Golden private collection, various events we think from 1974. Many may be late 
1977 or a little later 
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1974:  From Tim Golden private collection, various events we think from 1974. Many may be late 
1977 or a little later 
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Fire Statistics For 1974 
 
Total number of fire runs:  274 
Total working fires:   6 
Total hours of fire fighting:  73 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  1,800 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  4,800 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  1 time 
Number of A. M. runs:  76 
Number of P. M. runs:  197 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   127     House   81 
S2:   2     Commercial  45 
S3:   93     Automobile  44 
S4:   85     Field & trash  35 
S5:   82     Miscellaneous 54 
S6:  126     Malicious false 14 
 

Working fires: 
 

1/11/1974 9:15 a.m. House, 4623 Brownsboro Road, Lyndon assisted 
2/13/1974 8:36 p.m. Garage, 4116 Ledyard Road 
3/1/1974 6:41 a.m. House, 4017 Glouchester Road, bedroom 
4/18/1974 6:40 p.m. Apartment, 3838 Washington Square, bedroom 
9/12/1974 2:12 a.m. House, 4185 Westport Road, arson 
12/17/1974 8:30 p.m. Louisville Builders Supply, Hubbards Lane 
 
4/3/1974          4:15 p.m. Tornado swept through our district, 2 fatalities, one man in a car, one 

lady in a garage 
 
12/24/1974   Frankfort & Bauer Avenue, car wreck, one young girl died 
 
 
 
1972 Letterhead 
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Fire Statistics from 1964 to 1974 

 
Total number of fire runs:  2,477 
Total working fires:   83 
Total hours of fire fighting:  697 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  42,850 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  120,000 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  24 times 
Number of A. M. runs:  733 
Number of P. M. runs:  1,744 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   1,580     House   730 
S2:   360     Commercial  387 
S3:   652     Automobile  501 
S4:   1,310     Field & trash  382 
S5:   579     Miscellaneous 341 
S6:  138     Malicious false 136 

 
    Working Fires 

49  Working house fires 
34  Working commercial fires 
 

Fire Statistics from 1954 to 1974 
 
Total number of fire runs:  4,177 
Total working fires:   176 
Total hours of fire fighting:  1,233 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  70,650 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  186,600 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  31 times 
Number of A. M. runs:  1,254 
Number of P. M. runs:  2,923 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
Engine 3:  129 
S1:   2,826     House   1,357 
S2:   956     Commercial  614 
S3:   688     Automobile  765 
S4:   2,250     Field & trash  794 
S5:   799     Miscellaneous 429 
S6:  138     Malicious false 220 

 
       Working Fires 
108  Working house fires 
59  Working commercial fires 
5 Field and trash fires 
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STMFD Fire Report Charts, by Al Ring,    Total Fires, 273     Working fires    6 

STMFD Fire Report Charts, by Al Ring,    1964 to 
1974     
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STMFD Fire Report Charts, by Al Ring,    1954 to 1974     
 
 
 

Recap 1964-1974       Recap  1954 — 1974 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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STMFD Fire Run book. 
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Board Of Directors 
Board of Directors 
 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Fred C. Boss  
Philip Grauman 
Stanley Jones, end May 
Marty A. Kamer 
George E. Miller 
John M. Monohan Jr. 
J. Cecil Nuckols, Jr., start December  
James “JP” Terry 
William Leland Wilson, died December 14, 
1974 

1974 
 

Officers 
 
Chief  John M. Monohan Jr. 
Assist. Chief Al Haeberlin 
Assist. Chief Robert C. “Bob” Walling, end in May 
Assist. Chief John M. “Jack” Monohan, III, Start 
July 
Captain A. E. Andriot, III 
Captain Harry K. Babcock, end in December 
Captain Dennis L. Bryant 
Captain William E.“Bill” Dieckman 
Captain John S. “Jack” Handel 
Captain Douglas L. “Doug” Monohan, end Decem-
ber 
Captain Russell “Russ” M. Rakestraw 
Captain Al Ring 
Captain Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange 

Firefighters 
 
Rick Albers 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Jim L. Andriot 
Wiley A. Brewer 
Kennedy Clark, Jr. 
William Brad Clarke Jr.  
William “Bill” Clifford 
Charile T. Davis 
E. Gar Davis 
Jack DeHart 
David C. Dick 
Paul G. Dillman 
Darrell C. Doyle 
Denny Engnehl 
Mike Engnehl 
Walt Frank 
Franklin R. Florence 
Tim D. Golden 
Jim Graven 
Jason B. Handel 
Rob N. Helm 
John Jeff Hull 
Jim F. Hytken 
Jim L. Jackson 
Tom Kaelin 
Dave Kamer 
Bernie J. Karem 
Chris E. Kinberger, Sr. 
Walter Lage 
 
 
 

Jim J. McGrath 
Robert E. “Bob” McGrath 
William “Tony” McGrath 
Joseph L. “Joe” Noland, Jr. 
Mike E. Noland 
Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
John L. Noon 
John R. “Jack” O’Toole, Jr. 
Patrick M. “Jesse” Owens 
John S. Redman 
Ken C. Reising, Jr. 
Philip “Leakey” Schneider 
Richard Harvey Schultze 
Allan R. Scott 
Richard E. Tackett 
Richard J. “Rick” Tonini 
Ron D. Unthank 
John Walling 
Joseph “Joe” Wheatley 
William F. “Bill” Wilke 
Sam A. Wolfe 
James W. “Woody” Woodring 


